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Both Publick and Private. 7. ; 
| 8 
He Perſons for whom this Exhortation is de- 
ſign'd, and may by God's Eleſſing be in ſome 
meaſure uſeful, will come under one of theſe 
Two General Characters: They are either 
ch as want, or ſuch as have a ſerious Senſe of Piety, 
nd Virtue ; ſuch as are careleſs of, or ſuch as are Con- 
lous in Religious Duties: This Addrefs is offer'd 
d both Parties, bur firſt and chiefly to thoſe that are 
areleſs and indifferent in matters of Religion; who 
they believe there is a God, yet ſcems ſcarce to have 
im in their Thoughts, nor to deſire any Acquaintance 
ich his ways: whoſe behaviour and courſe of Life is 
ch, as if God were worthy of little or no Honour from 
em, or were nothing at all to them: To theſe I ſhall 
deavour. | | 
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| 4 Of the Neciſity and Obligation Sect. 1 


Inſtructing thoſe that are under your. Care, wheiher 


| ſelves, which by che Divine Law (what ways ſoeve 


That which makes you Men, does quality you for 
That Reaſon and Underſtanding which is your Glo 
and which you Glory and Pride your ſelves ſo much tu 


I. To repreſent the neceſſity and obligation they are 
under, to live in a ſteady Practice of Religion in Gene. 
ra 

II. To perſuade you conſtantly to frequent the Af. 
ſemblies for Publick Worſhip. - 

III. Toa frequent receiving of the Lord's Supper. 

IV. To a Religious obſervance of the Lord's Day. 

v. To the Practice of Family Duties, ſuch as Praying 
in, and with your Families, Reading good. Books, and 
eſpecially the Holy Scriptures, and Catechizing anc 


Children or Servants. 

Burt before I preſs theſe Particular Practices of Relig 
on upon you, *tis bur fir I declare ro you what | 
meant by Religion in general. 

By Religion then is meant, the fincere Gene tf 
of all thoſe Duties to God, our "Neighbour and cue 


made known_) Mankind, and e pecially Chriſtians, a 
obliged to. 

'SeR. I. Now my Buff def ſhall be to ſhew,that ReligioN/i 
thus ſtared and extended, is that which all Men, eſpgoc 
Fat Chriſtians, are bound to, for the following Re 

ons. 

1. Becauſe Mens own Nature requires this of thenſÞ'91 

2. Becauſe God's Divine Authority calls for it. 

3. Becauſe their preſent and future Good depengFre 


upon it. e. 
4. Becauſe Chriſtians Bapriſmal Engagement ſolenſßer 
ly binds them to it. orc 


5. And laſtly, becauſe ris this kind of Religion, 5 
only this, that God in his reveal'd Will has preſcri; 


andi eſtabliſhed. bee 


I. It is that which your own Nature obliges you 


ele 


when you feel she Advantages of it in a good barg 2. 


Cas you call ir) or a diſcreet management of e 


worldly Affairs? This Reaſon, I ſay, does capaci f.“ 
vou a for a nobler way of Living, chan either Bird 100 
| Be 


Sect. I. of the Practice of Religion. 5 
Beaſts are made for, and was never intended you, or- 
ly to be imployed in the vile drudgery of your Bodies. 
It was given you for higher Ends, and Purpoſes than 
any that relate to a Mortal Life, and it capacitates 
you to know God, and to diſcern between Good and 
Evil; to know the Divine Pet fections, and what is due 
to ſo excellent a Being; to know your ſelves, and what 
way of Life is moſt for your Comfort and Advantage; 
And your own Conſciences within you tell you, that 
you cannot live like your ſelves, unleſs you thus imploy 
your Reaſon, i. e. unleſs you live Religiouſly, To fear 
God, that is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil that is Under- 
anding, lob 28. 28. IE | | 
2. This is ir which God's Authority calls for. He is 
your Creator and Sovereign Lord; and therefore has 
the greateſt Right to your Obedience. For nothing 
can be more equal than that Be who made you, thoujd 
Govern you; and that He who Governt you, fhoold 
be honoured by you. A Son Honoureth his Father, 
and a Servant his Maſter, i. e. thoſe Relations do ob- 
lige Men to theſe Duties; And if I be a Father, faith 
od, Where is my Honour? And if I be a Maſter, where 
s my Fear? Mal, 1.6, 11. If I be the Author of your 
Beings, and in chat Reſpect your Father, Why do you 
Pot pay me the Duty that belongs to a Father? And 
f the whole World is mine, and in that Reſpect you 
re under my Authority and Government; is it nor 
eet that you ſhould behave your ſelves toward me, as 
ervants do towards their Lord? Thus Holy David en- 
orces the Duty of Serving God from this Conſideratior. 
now ye, that the Lord he is God, it is he that hath made 
„ and not we our ſerves, we are hs People, and the 
bee of his Paſture, Pſal. 100.3. And for the ſame tea- 
n aii the Duties of Piety and Holineſs, of Juſtice and 
r baticy are ſtrictly to be obſerved; becauſe in doing 
o eſe things we do the Will of God, and Honour his 
ture and Authority. mw 
rofl le is that which your own preſent and future Good 
vale ends upon. For Godlineſs, as St. Paul ſaith, is pro- 
Me for all things, having the Promiſe of this Life, and 
hat which is to come, 1 Tim. 4. 8. It is the wiſeſt 
A 3 courſe 


cannot go to Heaven any other way than by living So 


Wealth and Riches ſpall be in his Houſe, and his Righteov 


by which this Society is govern'd 3 and ſubjected yo 


6 Of the Neceſſity and Obligation Sect. I. 

courſe that a Man can take for the fucceeding in all his 
Juſt and Honeſt Undertakiogs, the beſt means to ad- 
vance a Man's Fortune, and the ſureſt way to preſerye 
Health and co prolong your Days. VVould you gain 
that Credit that you fiad in many caſes would be very 
ſerviceable to the proſpering your Affairs, and ſucceed 
Ing in your Aims, Be Juſt and Honeſt, True to your 
Word, and Faithful to all yourPromiſesandEngagements, 
For theſe are Virtues that all Men feel the benefit and 
neceſſicy of, and therefore have always a high Eſteem 
of thoſe that are Friends to them, Would you enjoy 
an .undifturbed Peace, or thrive in your Eſtate, or 
have Health in your Bodies, and Marrow in your Bones; 
Theſe are the Fruits of Righteouſneſs and Temperance, 
of Purity and Chaſtity, and the like Virtues. And 
above all, it is the only thing that can qualifie us for 
the Preſence of God, and the Society and Halelujahsf 
of Angels. A Man may probably make a tolerableſf - 
ſhift in this VVorld without ir. He may by Craft and 

Deceit, gain himſeif a Fortune in the-V Vorld 3 but he h 


becly, Righteouſſy, and Godly in this preſent VYorlc 


Bleſſed is the Man, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, that feareth tie H 


Lord, that walketh in his Ways; For thou ſhalt eat th 
Labour of thine Hands, happy ſhalt thou be, and it ſhall þ 
well with thee, Pſal. 128. 1, 2. Vis Seed ſhall be might 
upon Earth, the Generation of the upright ſhall be bleſſed, 


neſs endureth for ever, Her ways are ways of Pleaſantneſiſi th 
and all her Paths are, Peace. She is a Tree of Life to then 
that lay hold upon her, and happy is every one that retainetWN 
ber, Prov. 3. 13, 16, 19, 18. 

4. Ir is that which your Baptiſmal Engagemen 
binds you to. For when you were admitted inco thi 
Church of Chriſt, i. e. the Society of Men, which bj 
virtue of a Divine Covenant have Fellowſhip wich er 
Father and Son, you did oblige your (elves to the Lay 


ſelves to him who is the Head of it : You ſolemn 
promiſed and vowed to renounce the Devil and aF'® 
his VYorks, the Pomps and Yanitics of this wich ina 

| 5 | | YV orid, 
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Sect. I. of the Practice of Religion. 7 
World, and all the ſinful Luſts of the-Fleſh, and to keep 
God's Holy Will and Commandments, And unleſs you 
will declare, that you promiſed deceitfully, you are 
not at liberty to chuſe the way you will walk in; for 
you have choſen your way already, and are bound by 
Engagernents to ſerve the Lord. You may indeed re- 
nounce him, that you ſubjected your ſelves to, and go 
from the TP you have oblig'd yourſelves to walk in, 
as every wicked Chriſtian does: But you cannot do 
this without being falſe to your Promiſe, and a breach 
of che moſt ſolemn Engagement that you can poſſibly 
be under. For as St. Peter ſaith, Baptiſm is the Au- 
ſwer of a good Conſcience to God, and is no otherwiſe 
ſaving than as we are fincere in our Engagements, 
I Pet. 3. 21. And therefore St. Paul ſaith, We are bu- 
ried with Chriſt by Baptiſm into death, that like as he was 
raiſed from the dead by the Glory of the Father, even ſo we 
= 4//o (bould walk in newneſs of life, Rom. 6. 4. : 
J. 5. It is chat alone which God in his revealed Will 
has preſcribed and eſtabliſhed. The Religion that he 
ave the Jews by Moſes, and eſpecially that which he 
J has inſtituted by his Son, to prefer works of Piety and. 
Rkoline fs before rhouſands of Rams, and ten Thouſands 
Jof Rivers of Oil. He hath ſhewed thee O Man what is 
| 


good, i. e. by Revealing his Will unto thee 5 And what 
does the Lord thy God require of thee but to do Juſtice, to 
Je Mercy, and to walk, humbly with thy God, ſaith. 
the Prophet Micah to his ancient People the 7ews, al- 
tho* their Religion was by God himſelf made to confiſt 
much in External Obſervances, Chap. 6. 8. And in the 
New Teſtament Sc, Paul tells us, That the Grace of 
God which brings Salvation, has appeared unto all men, 
reaching us, that ' denying weodlineh and worldly lufts, 
e ſhould live Soberly, Righteonſly, and Godly in this 
wil reſent evil world, Tit. 2. 11, 12. And if you read the 
Scriptures with care, you may obſerve quite through 
hem, that there is nothing he ſets ſo much value upon, 
as a Pious and Holy Life. Here it 15 that he calls upon 
all Men to Repent, and amend their doings, that injquity 
ay not be their ruin; to turn to the Lord their God, 
gend to bring forth fruits meet for repentance, that they 
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8 ' Of frequenting the P. Aſſemblies. Sect. II. 
may find Mercy with God; to ceaſe to do evil, and to 
Yearn to do well, to put off concerning our former Con- 
verſation the Old Man, which is corrupt, according to the 
deceitful Luſts, and to put on the New Man, which after 
God is created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 
This is the Religion which the Goſpel reaches, and 
which it aſſures us, there is no Salvation without 

Having now offer'd you ſome Conſiderations to per- 
ſwade you to a ſincere Regard to the Practice of Religi- 
on in general, I proceed to the ſecond Section. 

Sect. II. To perſwade you conſtantly to frequent the 
Aſſemblies for publickWorſhipzand that not only on the 
Lord's Day, when you Reſt from your Labour; but 
at other times, as oft as you have an Opportunity, 
if you be nat otherwiſe hindred by any bufineſs 
of preſſing neceſſity. Bur I beſeech you, do not 
pretend the urgency of your Affairs, to excuſe you 
wholly from this Duty on Holy-Days, or other times 
in the Week. For give me leave to tell you my 
Thoughts freely, that if you never do this, it looks a 
jittle ſuſpiciouſly that ſomething elſe than Buſineſs is 
the cauſe of it. Your way of Life may be toilſom 
and Laborious, and for that Reaſon I will grant you, 
that God expects leſs from you than from thoſe that 

have more leiſure : Bur when I ſay he expects leſs, do 
not think that your mulcitude of buſineſs will excuſe 
you, if you pay him no Service at all. For it is eaſie 
ty bs obferved, that there are none of you ſo buſy, but 
you can find time to ſpend ill. And is it fit that you, 
who ſometimes in the very throng of your Bufineſs, 
ce in ſpare an Hour to treat your Friend in an Alehouſe, 
ſhould tell the World, you have no leiſure at all to 
aſſemble with your Brethren in the Houſe of God! 
No, aſſure your ſelves, this will not excuſe you; for 
though he expects leſs from you on the account of your 
way of Life, yer he looks for more than any Friend 
ought to claim, For, 
1. Remember that you are under great Obligations 
to do this. 1 
2. It is highly Juſt and Reaſonable y ou ſhould, 

5. It is highly neceſſary on your own Account. : 

| I. KK 
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Sect. IT. Of frequenting the P. Aſſemblies, 9 


I. Remember that you are under great Obligation 
to do this botk as you are his Creatures, and live up- 
on his Providence. If you think your Lives and Be- 
ings to be worth an acknowledgment, to whom ſhould 
you make your acknowledgments, but ro him thar 
made you? And if it be a Matter of any Conſideration 
with you, that you are daily ſupplied with Food, and 
the other Conveniencies of Life; that you are preſer- 
ved from innumerable Evils, and thoſe roo, many times 
ſuch as you did not foreſee, and if you had, were our 
of your Pawer to prevent; and that you ſee a good 
Event of your Counſels, and ear the Labour of your 
Hands ; Are you not bound to look up to him who o- 
pens his Hand and fills you with your Plenteouſneſs ? 
Who neicher Slumbers nor Sleeps, but VVatches over 
jou, when you can no longer watch for your ſelves? 

Bur if you think for theſe and the like Bleſſings, as 
they reſpect your ſelves alone, you can in private make 
your acknowledgments. I grant you are bound to 
do ſo; but yet not to excuſe you from your publick 
Duty. For, Holy David makes this a Reaſon why we 
ought to come into his preſenee with Thanksgiving, 0 
come let us worſhip, and bow dom n, and kneel before the 
Lord our Maher, for he is our God, and we are the Peo- 
ple of his Paſture. Pſ. 95. 2, 6, 7- And accordingly it 
was his own Practice for thoſe particular Favours, that 
God bleſſed him with: What ſpall I render unto the Lord 
for all bis Benefits toward me? I will pay my Vows in the 
preſence of the People, Pſ. 110. 12, 14. So, becauſe 
God is ſo Good, as to ſuccour and relieve the Afflited, 
ne declared, that his Praiſe ſhould be of him in the 
great Congregation, F/ 22. 24, 25. But beſides, haſt 

"© {ou not innumerable publick Bleſſings that thou ought- 
Nec to be thankful for? Doſt thou not enjoy che ſame 
Peace and Plenty, and ſhare in the ſame Deliverances, 
and reap the ſame Benefit from the fruitful Seaſons, 
that he gives, as the reſt of thy Neighbours do? And is 
it not meet, that thou ſhouldſt aſſemble with them, to 
Bleſs and Praiſe the Lord for the Bleſſings that thou re- 
ceiyeſt in common with them? And, 
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you to; for ſo much Honour as he wants through your 
ueglect of him, you detract from him: Upon this 


10 Of frequenting the P. Aſſemblies. Sect. II. 
2. It is highly Juſt and Reaſonable, that you ſhould _ 
thus ſerve the Lord, For, 

1. If it be reaſonable to Honour and Praiſe, to Reve- 
rence and Adore him at all, it is but juſt that we ſhould 
give him as much Honour, as is in our Power, Now 
It is certain that the more publickly we Honour him, 
the greater is our Honour; for he who publiſhes his 
Reverence and Eſteem, and leis the VVorld ſee, that 
he accounts him worthy to receive all Glory and 
Praiſe; does Honour him at a higher rate, than he who, 
only thinks honourably of him, or worſhips him in 
private. 0 

His tranſcendent Excellency, and the Perfections ci 
his Nature are good Reaſons, why all the World ſhould 
bow themſelves tefore him; and are the Reaſon, 


Why the Angels in Heaven do fall down before his 


1 
Throne. And is there any Reaſon, why Man, who 
is bur Duſt and Aſhes, ſhould not do what the An- 
gels do? Vyhy ſhould you be exempt from a Duty, that 

e 


they perform with the greateſt Chearfulneſs? + Are you 


too high to Reyerence him, who is adcred of perfect 
Spirits? Is it too much for ſuch as you to own the infi- I ** 
nie Pertections, and ro proclaim the Excellencies of | V 
God, when this is the conſtant Employ ment of Beings |} © 
Io much above you, and who ſtand in leſs need of rhe . 
Goodneſs of God than you, having fewer Infirmities, I 4: 
and none of that Vanity and Sinfulneſs, that belong to 
yeur Nature? | | | 
VVould you conſider, what he is in himſelf, and what I un 


he is to you, you would ſtand aſtoniſhed at his Majeſty ly 


and Greatneſs, his Almighty Power and infinite Goods t 
neſe; and yer while you negle& his Publick Worſhip, 2 
you behave your ſelves towards him, as if you were 4. oy 


ſhamed to on him before Men. 51 


2. It is but juſt, chat you ſhould do, what in you lies 15 
that others may honour him, as well as you. -If you do lun. 
noc this, you are wanting in a Duty that Juſtice obliges 


Reaſoa you are bound to publiſn his Praiſe, aud ſpeak 
good of his Name, that you may propagate your eſicem | 
| | | : 


| 
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Sect. II. Of frequenting the P. Aſſemblies. 11 
of him, and others may learn of your Example to 
think and ſpeak as Honourably of him, as you do. Let 


your Light, ſaith our Saviour, ſo ſhine before Men, that 
' they ſeeing” your good Works may Gloify your. Father, 


which is in Heaven, Mat. 5. 16. And as oft as you neg- 
lect to do this, you ſeem to grudge him that univerſal 
Eſteem and Reverence that he oughr to have in the 
World. Did your Children ſhew you no reſpe& in 


publick, you would not think their private Reſpects a 


ſufficient diſcharge of their Duty; or that that Son 
did what he could to recommend you to the Reverence 
of the reſt of his Brethren, who never paid you any 
before them. | | | 

3. It is neceſſary for your ſelves. For, if the Pro- 


vidence of God be needful to you, for Succeſs in 


your Labours, ſupplying your Wants, and the preſer- 


vation alſo of you from Dangers; is ir nor neceſſary, .- | 


that you ſhould be in his Favour, and by all the Ways 
imaginable to fecure his Friendſhip 2 Ought not your 
own diſcretion in this caſe to teach you with all Pray- 
er and Supplications, i. e. Pablick as well as private, 
to make your Requeſts known unco him, without 
whoſe Bleſſing all your Labour is in vain / Surely you 
cannot think, that you can be at ton much patns to 
procure a Bleſſing from the Lord, when nothing you 


do can ſucceed well wichout it. 


I may add befides, that you are Members of Chriſt's 
Church, i. e. incorporated into that Society, whic' is 
unired together for this Employmenc. And according- 
ly it is frequently ſaid of the firſt Converts to Chriſtia- 
nity, that they were all with one accord in one place, Acts, 
2. I» That they continued with one accord in Prayer and 
Supplicat ion, Chap. 1. 14. That they continued ſtedſaſt- 
h in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip, Chap. 2. 42. 
That all that believed were together, in all which, and 
ſundry ſuch like Scriprures, is piainly meant, that they 
conſtantly frequenced the public Chriſtian Aſſemblics 
for Divine Worſhip. TREE 

Now it is in theſe public Aſſemblies that God ſupplies 
he Spiritual Wants of his Family. It is to us, as we 
we the Members of Chriſſ's Body, that the Aids and 

| Suc. 
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pect to ſhare in theſe Communications, if you abſtain 
from theſe Aſſemblies; for then you are not where 


 tciences within you do not ſtartle, and tell you, thai 


may dwell in the Houſe of the Lord all the Days of m 


ebe Courts of the Lord, my heart and my fleſh crieth on 


making your private Devotions an excuſe for your ne 


—_ 
e * 0 96 — omen —— Y- 
G ; <4 


12 Of frequenting the P. Aſſemblies, SeQ, II. 
Succours of his Spirit do belong; and the Communica - 
rions thereof are then chiefly to be expected, when we 
are together with one accord in one place: For it is 
only in theſe Holy and Religious Aſſemblies, that our 

clation ro Chriſt is viſible. And how can you ex- 


Chriſt is, for he only is, where his Body is. 
You have often told me, you can read good Books, 
and pray at home; whether you do this or no, [ 
know not. But allowing it to be true, that you do 
thus ſpend your time, I would ask you to what end it i; 
You Read? Is it to inform you in your Duty? Thi; 
ought to be the end of your Reading. And if you do 
Read to this End, how comes it to paſs that your Con- 


you are not where you ought to be, as oft as you read 
ſuch Texts as theſe, the Lord loveth the Gates of Sion 
i. e. The place of his publick Worſhip, more than al 
the dwellings of Jacob, bſ. 87.2. One thing have | 
defired of the Lord, and that I will ſeek after, that 


Life, to behold the Beauty of the Lord, and to enquire ii 
tis Temple, Pſ. 27. 4. How amiable are thy Tabernacle, 
O Lord of Hofls, my Soul longeth, yea even fainteth ff 


for the Living God, Bleſſed are they that dwell in tl 
Houſe, they wilt be ftill praiſing thee, Pſ. ©4. 1, 2, 4 
And when thou readeſt of the firſt Chriſtians, that the 
were together in one place, and that they continue 
daily with one accord in the Temple. VVhen I fa 
thou readeſt theſe and the like Places, methinks! 
ſhould make thee aſhamed to think how unlike to th 
PraRice of Holy Men, both under the Old and Ne 
Teſtament, thine is. Ge 

Do not think that I diſcourage Private Prayer; 1 
that is a neceſſary Duty, which I ſhall hereafter exho 
you to. But that which I dehort you from, is t 


lect of your publick Duty. I muſt needs ſay, that 


much queſtion, whether you, who do not go to Churc 
| | | al 
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are thus Devour at Home; and in that cafe you expoſe 

your ſelves to double Vengeance for neglecting your 
publick Duty, and trying to bring your ſelves off by 
aLye. Bur if the Caſe be as you ſay, do you think 
. 8 thus to compound ir with God? Are your own 
Private Prayers of ſuch a value, that for the ſake of 
e chem, he will allow you in the negle& of that part of 
his VYorfhip,, which 1s certainly more for his Ho- 
nour? f - 
And now if you be under ſuch Obligations to at- 
offs tend upon the Publick VVorſhip df God, and there be 
ſuch a necefiity upon you as your own God for the 
38 doing it; if rhe ſupporting Religion here, ant] the dif- 
offs poſing you for the Eternal Halelujahs of Angels here- 
MM after require it, for God's ſake how comes it to paſs, 
that this is a Duty you pay ſo lite regard to? How 
can you with any ſactisfaction in your ſelves ſpend the 
time that you ſhould be ſerving God in his Houſe of 
Prayer, eicher in walking abroad, or ſiteing, and per- 
haps fleeping at home ! Methinks every time you hear 
the Bells calling you ro the Holy Aſſembly of God's 
People, your Conſciences within you fhould upbrazd 
you with your Neglects, and make your Houſes too 
uneaſie to abide in. I am ſure your Houſes cannot 
hold you, ler the VVeather Seaſon be what it will, if a 
profitable bargain calls you abroad; and ſhall Religi- 
on, upon which your everlaſting welfare depends, be 
the only thing that cannot move you? Ah careleſs 
ol Wreiches! Do God and Religion deſerve ſo little from 
al you? And is it nothing to you, that you do thai, which 
WW tends to bring them out of Re pute, and to perſuade the 
World, that all their greateſt Concernments lie here be- 
low. 85 | 
Awake, Awake you careleſs Souls, and remember 
that you have more than your Bodies to provide for, 
and a poor Mortal Life to take care of; that the Af- 
fairs and Concernments of this Life, are the leaft part 
of your Bufineſs ; and that however you may advance 
ol your ſelves thereby to a comfortable, nay, a ſplendid 
Condition in this Life; yer you have provided for no 
of more than a Life, that you muft loſe ; and * 

| | thing 
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thing you now gain by all your Labour, will profic you 
beyond the Grave, without Religion. Oh! VVould 
you think of this, How would it ſhame you, How 
would ir ſtartle you, and make you afraid to think that 
you are only careleſs in that £ffair, which requires 
your greateſt Diligence. Remember this, you that for- 
ger God. And if you would remember ir, I am very 
confidenr you would at leaſt ſpend that one Day of the 
Seven in Holy Duties, and eſpecially in the Pablick 
Exerciſes of Religion, which is upon great Reaſon ſer 


apart for that purpoſe. Then would you ſay with Da- 


vid, I will Praiſe the Lord with my whole Heart in the 
Aſſembly of the Upright, and in the Congregation 3; and 
chen would you ftir up others, ſaying, Come let us goto 
the Mount ain of the Lord, to the Houſe of the God of Jacob, 
and he will teach us his ways. 924 

Sect. III. The next thing I perſuade you to is a Pious 
regard to che Holy Sacrament of our Lord's Body and 
Blood, that you would conſider it as a Holy Feaſt of 
God's prepariog, and believe your ſelves bound to re- 
ceive it, as oft as you are invited. For, | 

1. Remember that it is iuſtituted by Chriſt our Lord. 
By him, whom the Father ſent into the World to be a 
Teacher of Righteouſneſs, and whom he has exalted 
to be a Prince and a Saviour; by him, into whom we 
are baptized, and whoſe Name we bear; to whom we 
have devoted our ſelves, apd by a Sclemn Engagement 
have ſubjected our ſelves to his Authority: He, I ſay, 
in the ſame Night, that he was betrayed, took Bread, 


and when he had given Thanks he brake it, ard ſaid, 
Tahe, E:t, this is my Body, which is broken for you; Do 


thu in Remembrance of me. And after the ſame man- 


ner he tock the Cup, when he had Supped, ſaying, His 


Cup is the New Teſt a:next in my Blood; This do ye, as oft as 


Je Drink, in Remembrance of me, 1 Cor. 11. 23,24, 2g. 80 


that if the Authority of our Lord do any thing 
with us; or if our own Solemn. Vows and Engage- 


ments be of any conſideration with us, we are bound 


in Obedience to the Command of him, whom God 


his made our Lord, and whom we have received and 


ſubjected our ſelves to as ſuch, to receive this Holy 
"= Sn 


ect. III. Cf Receiving the Sacrament. 15 
_ Sacrament, as oft as we have an Opportunity. And: 
dare you, who call your ſelves Chriſtians, i. e. Perſons 

engaged by Vow and Promiſe to obey che Commands, 
and obſerve the Rules of Chriſt's Holy Religion, be 
guilty of ſo Notorious a Contempt of your Lord's Au- 
thority, as the conſtant neglect of chis Holy Inſtitution 
amounts to ? Has he ſaid, do 15s in Renembrance of me, 
and dare you turn your Backs upon his Table, when 
you are to do this? Do you Honour him as your Lord, 
or pay a Reſpett to his Authority? Do you fear him 
as your Judge, or dread the Power he hath received 
from his Father, when in any Mattet you declare he 
ſhall not Rule over you? I hardly think indeed you 
igtend any thing of this Nature, when you turn your 
Back upon his Table; bur fo rude a behaviour will 
no doubt have no milder a conſtruction put upon it, 
when our Lord ſhall upbraid you, ſaying, Why called you 
me Lord, and would not do the things that I ſaid, 

7 2. Remember that ic was inſtituted to be a Memorial 

of his Death and Paſſion. For it was inſtituted by him, 

who not only is our Lord, but our Redeemer ; by him, 

who has loved us, and laid down his Life for us; who 
was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for 
our Iniquities, who for our Sakes underwent the great- 
eſt contradiction of Sinners, and ſuffer'd the moſt 
ſhameful Death upon the Croſs. Here then you are in- 
viced to call to Mind the exceeding great Love of your 

Maſter, and only Saviour Jeſs Chrift thus dying for you, 

and the innumerable Benefirs which by his precious 

Blood- ſhedding he has obtained for you. Here you are 
o commemorate your cwn deliverance from Death and 
ell, by the Death of your Redeemer 3 the Blood that 

he Conqueſt of your Enemies coft, and the dangerous 

49 {ate you were in, when nothing leſs than the Death of 

o he Son of God could ſave you. As oft as you are cal- 

ng Ned to this Table, it is ro awaken in you a grateful Senſe 

e- f your Redeemer's Love, and to furniſh you with an 

Opportunity ro make your Acknowledgments for the 

:1gheſt Inſtances of Love, that any of God's Creatures 

vere ever favour'd with, Herein 3s Love, not that we 

oved God, but that he loved us. He requires you would 


beat 
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d | | 16 Of Receiving the Sacrament. Sect. III. 
i | bear a grareful Senſe of ſo ineftimable a Bleſſing in your 
| | Minds, and by a ſolemn act of Religion expreſs your | 

| Gratitude. And is it not Meet, Right, and your boun-ſ 
[| | den Duty, that you ſhould at all times, and in all pla- 
1 ces, and by all manner of ways be thankful to God for 


1 ſo great Love, and celebrate the Praiſes of your Redeem: 
| | | er, who valued not his Life ro ſave you from Deſtructi- 
MA on ? Surely, as Naaman's Servants ſaid to their Maſter, 
4 if he who has done ſo much for you, had bid jou do ſome 
great thing, Gratitude and Ingenuity ſhould ar leaſt have 
prompted you to attempt, and cheerfully to do it, not - 
withſtanding all Difficulties, if you found it PraQticable: 
How much more when he only ſaith, Do this, celebrate 
a Feaſt in Remembranc of me and my Love? Can you 
think this roo much to be done for your Lord, 
who thought nothing he could do too much for you? 
Surely you, who cringe for every petty Favour, and are 
loud in the Praiſes of a Man who does you ſome little 
Good; Surely I ſay, you cannot be fo diſingenuous to 
him, who has ſaved your Lives from Deſttuction, as to 
think a Mercy of this Nature not worth comniemors- 
ting. 

But you will ſay, as too many have done, that you 
ar: unworthy, ard that 'tis dangerous for ſuch as you 
to recei ve; for he that Eateth and Drinketh unworthi- 
ly, Eateth and Drinketh Damnation to himſelf, Now. 
that this is a Text very much miſtaken, you will I doubt 

not, grant, when I have ſ ut theſe Queſtions to you. 

1. Whether it was St. Paul's Deſign to affright you 
from the Communion ? This you muſt believe, if you 

believe the Danger of Recelving unworthily is ſuci, 
that ic is much ſafer not to receive at all, than to re- 
ceive. But thus you ought not to believe of an Apo- 
ſtle, who tells you that he received the Doctrine of ths 
Holy Sacrament of the Lord, as a part of the Chriſtian 

Religion? ” 

2. VVhether we are to receive no Bleſſing from God, 
which we are unworthy of. This ſeems to be the mean: 
ing of this Scruple; for if you dare not receive the Com- 
munion, becauſe you are unworthy, muſt you not re- 
tuſe every Bleſſing, but fuch as you are wochty of 

| * 
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And what a miſerable Condition ſhould we Unworthy 
Z Creatures be then in? If you drive this Principle up to 
the height, you muſt no more Ear the Bread that ſup- 
ports your Bodies, than this, which is My ſtically the 
Body of Chriſt. 5 x 
3. VVhether we ought not to be thankful for thoſe 
8 Blefſings, that God gives us, notwithſtanding our Un- 
= worthineſs to receive them? I am apt to think, that 
every reaſonable Man will believe that he ought to be a- 
bundantly more thankful for Bleſſings of this Nature, 
than if they were ſuch, as he was worthy to receive, be. 
ecauſe ſuch Bleſſings do carry more of his goodneſs in 
| them than otherwiſe they would do. Now this is the 
very Caſe before us; God ſent his Son into the VVorld 
co deliver us out of the Hands of our Enemies; and the 
© Son of God in memory of ſo great a Bleſſin g, has com- 
emanded us to Eat of this Bread, and drink of this Cup. 
off To do which you prefeſs your ſelves Unworthy, i. e. 
off You urge that as a reaſon for your Unthankfulneſs, 
. upon the account of which you ought to be the moſt 
Thankful. But it is dangerous to receive Unworthily. 
u True, it is ſo;; But, | © 


= 1. Is there no danger in not receiving ? Can you 
break the Commands of your Lord, and yet be Guiltleſs ? 
1 2+ Is there no Poſſibility to receive ſo worthily as to 


bebe accepted by God? If there be not, you muſt be- 
lieve that our Lord has inſtituted this Sacrament for 
du our hurt; for in this caſe there is no avoiding Damna- 
ou tion, whether we receive it or not; but if we receive, 
ve muſt be damm d for receiving Unworthily; and if 
te. we do not receive, we muſt be condemn'd for not o- 
oo. bey ing our Lord's Command. But if there be, as 'tis 
hal certain there is, you take a wrong courſe to avoid the 
au Condemnation that belongs to unworthy Receivers by 
not receiving at all. ER 
o 3+ I atk you what kind of Unworthineſs it is you 
an ſpeak of? It ii either that which ariſech from our Make 
| and Nature, or ſuch as iſſues from a bad Life, or any 
notorious ſinful Action: If it be the former, your Un» 
worthineſs is no more than what belongs to all Men; 
which to be ſure cannot be the Unworthinels Sr. Paul 


{peaks 


18 Of receiving the Sacrament. Sect. III. 
ſpeaks of, becauſe none then could be Worthy; and 
yet our Lord did certainly know we might receive it 

to our Comfort, when he inſtituted it. 

But if you be unworthy, becauſe of any ſcandalous 
notorious Sin, why do you not repent and amend 
your Doings ? This kind of Unworthineſs is not a 
Reaſon, why you ſhould not receive, but is a very preſ- 
fing Reaſon, why you ſhould Reform your Lives; be- 
cauſe whether you. Eat this Bread and Drink this-Cup 
unworthily or no, you are in danger of Damnation. 86 
that if Damnation be the thing you are afraid of, you 
do not avoid it by not Eating and Drinking. You avoid 
being Candeman'd indeed, for Eating and Drinking un- 

worthily, but you have no way to avoid being con- 
demn'd for thoſe Sins, that make you unworthy, but 
by a fincere Repentance. If you do not this, ic will 

- grievoufly aggravate your Guilr, that you have neg- 
lected this great Duty of Receiving the Sacrament, leſt 

vou ſhould find your (elves under an obligation to aban- 
don thoſe Sins that render you unworthy. And now 

my Brethren by the Mercies of God I exhort you 
ro think of theſeahings, and then I am ſure that you 
wilfwonder how any who profeſſeth himſelf a Chriſti- 
an, can turn kis Back upon this Sacrament; | 

VVhile the Senſe of our Redeemer's Love was quick 
and moving, and Mens AﬀeRions rowards him were 
warm, they received the Communion daily. And oh 
Are you not aſhamed ro bear the ſame Name as they 
did? and yet to be ſo unlike them in Practice? You 
are as much obliged by the Death of Chriſt, as 
they were? You Have as much ro be Thankful for as 
chey had. And oh whence is it, that you do not do 
this now? How will it make you hang your Heads 
for ſhame, when you ſhall hear him who was pierced 
for you, upbraiding you with your difingenuity, ſzying, 
behold, ungrateful Men the Prints of theſe wounds I re- 

_ ceived when Icombated with Death and Hell for your ſakes; 
See the Marks, of your Redemption in my Hands and 

Sides, and be aſhamed of the Senſeleſs Stupidity , with 
which you have heard the Story of my Paſſion, VVill it not 

abaſh and ſtartle you to hear that, which you yy 
a a thing 


\ 
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thing of now, charged with ſeverity on you, as a great 
Contempt of your Redecmer ? Certalnly it will, and 
ſo much the more as it will come by ſurprize upon 
you, unleſs it pleaſe God, that your Eyes be opened 
now to ſee the Faults and Folly of the Neglect, which as 
yet you have been grofly inſenſible of. I now proceed. 
$ . IV. To perſwade you to a Religious Obſervance 
of the Lord's Day. I am verily perſwaded that the 
Neglect of chis has contributed as much as any one 
thing to that great decay of Religion, that is among us. 
For when Men wander careleſly abroad, as Perſons 
that want Employment for their time, they do as it 
were invite the Devil to ſet them on work; and when 
inſtead of the Church they run to Alehouſes, as too 
many do, they go to the Tents of VVickedneſs, and e- 
ven make a.ſurrender of themſelves in his own Territo- 
ries. Tou are not in half ſo much danger on other Days 
to fall into Temptation, for then your Buſineſs and 
Labour are in a great meaſure your Security ; but your 
ateſt danger is, when the Devil doth find you at lei- 
re to do his VVork. Oh then / As you love your Souls, 
take heed, how you idle away that Day, in which ;ou. 
are Commanded tareſt from your Labour. But let it 
be your Care and Reſolurion to ſpend ir to thoſe En ds 
and Purpoſes, that God has appointed ir. Do not think 
that he has conſulted the eaſe of your Bodies, much lefs 
that he has given you a Day of Liberty for the doing of 
Evil without reſtraint, by making it a day of Reſt ; but 
that you may be at Liberty to attend upon Religious Du- 
ties, and to make a berterProviſion for the everlaftingwel- 
fare of your Souls, than you can be ſuppoſed ro be in a 
poſſibility of doing in thoſe days, that you devote to your 
own Labour, and the Service of your Bodies. And, 

1. Let it be your Care in the Morning as ſoon as you 
zwa ze, to rid your Minds of all wordly Cares and Soli- 
J eitudes. For you cannot be ſaid to keep it a Day of 
Reſt, ſo long as you hes < and Labour your Minds in 

thoſe YVordly Affairs, which you think it not decent 
to be found doing on this Dax. 

2. Let it be your Care by Prayer and Meditation, by 

Reading, and other Pions and Holy. Exerciſes, to pur 

| | . your. 
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20 Of the Religious Obſervance Sea. IV. 
your own, and the Minds of thoſe under your Care in- 
to a Religious Frame. This you ought to do, that you 
may be in a Capacity to receive Benefit by the Public 
Services of Religion. And if the Holy Duties of this 
Day have no good Reliſh with you, it is becauſe your 
Souls are not put into a pious Frame before-hand. If you 
be wanting in this part of your Duty it is no more poſſi- 
ble you ſhouald be glad, as David faid he was, when he 
was invited to go to the Houſe of the Lord, than when 
you are called to a Feaſt, and have loſt your Appetite. 

3. Let it be your Care to attend duly to the Exer- 
ciſes of Religion in the publick Worſhip of God. This 
I have already endeavour'dto perſwade you to, by ſhew- 
ing what Obligation you are under thereto, and the 
neceſſity of it. All that Tſhall add is, That you would 
be early ar the Church at the beginning of che Prayers, 
and not think that you have done your Duty there, 
when perhaps you have done it by the halves; And 
that you be careful to take your Children and Servants 
along with you, becauſe you are accountable to God for 
them as well as your ſelves. 

4. Let the end of your going thither be to bear a part 
in the Exerciſes of thoſe Holy Aſſemblies, and not our 
of a bare Compliance with the Cuſtom of the place 
where you live, or Curiofiry, Let it be to join in the 
Pravers and Praiſes, that are there offer'd unto God, 
and from rhe Scriptures and the Mouth of his Miniſters 
to be inſtructed in the Doctrine of Salvation, and the 
way of Life by which you muſt Save your Souls. And 

laſtly, when you return home, ſpend the remainder 
of the Day in your own Family in exerciſes of Piety 
and Devot ion. Do not think that you have ſufficiently 
perform'd your Duty: or done all that the Sacredneſs 
of the Day calls for, by going to Church; and that 
when the Publick Service is over, you may devote the 
remainder to your Secular Cares and Concernments,or 
trifle it away to no good purpoſe; but let it be your 
Care to improve it ro your own advantage, and the be- 
nefic of thoſe under your Care, who generally, your 
Servants I mean, have little leiſure ro think of things 
of this Nature, but on this Day. And now, that "oY 
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Sect. IV. F the Lord's Day. at: 
the more eſſectually prevail with you thus to keep this 
Day unte the Lord. 1 


I. Let me put you in mind, that it is highly reafona- 


ble ſome time ſhould be ſer apart for Exerciſes of this 


Nature. If you believe there is a God, and another 
Life, and chat you have immortal Souls to take care ot, 
you do not think ſurely, that God, and your Souls, 
and Eternity are to be wholly neglected; or that you 
act like Wiſe Men in labouring for your Bodies, and 
improving every moment of your time for your preſent 
advantage, and allowing none to provide tor a Life, 


that is endleſs, and to ſave your Immortal Souls. That 


you ſhould only have time to ſerve your ſelves, and 
none to think of your God; nay, to care only for that 
part of you, which is Earthly, and of kin to the Beaſts, 
and none to employ in the Concerns of your Souls; 
which are indeed your ſelves. | 
Further, think wick your ſelves, whether ir be rea- 
ſonable that Religion fhould be loſt, that that on which 
your everlaſting Welfare depends, ſhould decay, and 
periſh from among us? Would it be for your advantage 
to have no Faith nor Truth amongſt Men, no God to 
keep the YVorld in awe, no means to provide that your 
Souls may be everlaſtingly happy, when you leave this 
VVorld? and yet this would be your miſerable con- 
dition, if chere was no time ſet apart for the diſchar- 
ging your Minds from VVordly Cares, and employing 
them in Religious Services; as you may obſerve from 


the rudeneſs of choſe among you, Who pay no Reſpect 


at all to the Lord's Day, | | | 
2. It is bur juſt, that you ſhould Religioufly obſerve 
that Day, which is ſet apart for Holy Exerciſes. Re- 


member the Sabbath Day to keep it Holy, ſaich God, in the 


fourth Commandment. And beſides the -Reverence 


that is due to his Authority, Juſtice does require that 


you ſhould render unto God that part of your time. 
that he claims for his own Uſe and Service; becauſe he 
has been ſo bounriful to you, as to allow you ſo conſi- 
derably more for your ſelves. So that when you rritlle 


away or miſpend this Day, when you devote it to 


your Sloth, or to any Affair of your own, you are mel 
| : 7 
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4 Day to Pray and give Thanks before God, Chap. 6. 10. 


22 of Family Duties. Sea. V. 
1y Unjuſt, aud Guilty of a notorious Robbery, You lay 
hands on that which is none of your ownz and that 
which makes your Erime the more baſe and deteſtable, 


s, that you rob your greateſt and beſt Benefactor; and 


invade the Right and Poſſeſſion of him, who has dealt 
very bountifully with yon. And will you rob God 
Him that has deſerved more from you than you can 
poſſibly give? And whom you cannot ſufficiently Ad- 
mire and adore, was it poſſible for you to conſecrate all 
your Time to his Service, and glorific him as inceſſantly 


as the Angels do? Be exhorted then to ſtudy your own In- 


tereſts more, by minding the things that are God's ; and 
ſince he has ſet apart a day for his own Service, take heed 
how you miſpend or prophane it, by uſing it otherwiſe 
than in ſerving him, to whom ir belongs. Do to God, as 
you your ſelves would be done to. And if you approve 
not of the Villany of thoſe, who are not content with 
their own portion of Goods, that God has given them, 
but live upon the Spoil and Plunder of others, approve 
not of it in your ſelves by ſtealing from God that day, 
which he commands you ro ſpend Religiouſſy. 

S. v. The laſt thing I ſhall perſuade you ro, that are 


careleſs, is the Practice of Family- Duties. Such as 


Praying in and with your Families Night and Morn- 
ing, Reading rhe Holy Scriptures and other good Books, 
and Catechiſing and Inſtructing your Children and Ser- 
vants in the neceſſary Duties and Principles of Religion. 
VVould you but thus reftore Religion in your Families, 
you would certainly. recover its Reputation in the 
VVorld, and ina ſhort time baniſh all char Atheiſm and 
Profaneneſs, that to the ſhame of our Profeſſion dare 
with ſo much Impudence liftup their Heads among us. 
1. Let ir be your conſtant Practice Night and Morn - 


ing to make your Prayers unto God. This has been 


the Practice of all Holy Men, who according as they 
have had Leiſure, have daily more or leſs performed this 
Duty, both in their Cloſets, and with their Families. 
Seven times a Daydid Holy David praiſe God, F.. 119. 
164. DaniePs cuſtom was to retire to his Houſe from tlie 
publick Affairs, that were upon his Hands, Three times 


And 
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And St. PauPs Kxhortation is to continue conſlant in 
Prayer, to pray without ceaſing; to Pray always with 
all Prayer and Supplicat ion, and in every thing by Prayer 
to mabe our Requeſts known unto God. Tis true, it is not 
poſſible that all Men ſhould be bound up by the ſame 
Rules, becauſe Men's Circumſtances and Condition 
of Life are not the ſame; but yet there is no Man, buc 
may allow himſelf more time than uſually he does for 
this Divine Employment. You may make it the firſt 
| and the laſt Buſineſs you do, i. e. Before you enter up- 
on the Buſineſs of the Day, you may in your Cloſets, 
or Chambers, offer up your Morning Sacrifice unto the 
God that has preſerved you the Night paſt, and whoſe 
Providence is ſo needful for you for the proſpering 
your Handy-work, and the protecting your Perſon the 
| Day following 3 and at Night, before you go to Bed, 
you may make your Acknowledgments to God for pre- 
ſerving you, and ſupplying your VVants the Day paſt, 
and flumbly recommend your ſelves and Families to the 
protection of this good Providence the Night following. 
This, I ſay, both you and every particular Perſon under 
your Roofs may do, in caſe your Condition of Life is 
ſuch, that you cannor call them together at any ſer 
times in the Day for Prayer. 
Nay you may, and ought to do more than this. E- 
very time you fir down to your Meals, you have time 
enough to lift up your Hearts to God, who is the giver of 
all good things, to acknowledge his Bounty and Goodneſs 
in ſupplying your preſent Wants, and begging a Bleſſing 
upon the Food provided for youzand toreturn him thanks 
for t he Refreſhmenr you have by ir. This is a piece of 
Reljgion that is almoſt quite laid aſide, and I doubt few of 
you, when you go to your Meals, conſider that your Meat 
and Drink are Bleſſings from the Lord; few of you I am 
afraid,ever think of him; who ſatisfies your Mouths with 
good things, and fills you with his Plentecuſneſs, but fir 
down to your Tables, as the Swine goes to his Trough, 
without ever looking up to him that furniſhes it. Oh 
methinks, whatever you are at other times, you ſhould 
be Religious, when your Eyes do put you in mind of 
his Goodnels, and to be ſure to Gloriſy him when 


you | 
Eat 
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Eat and Drink, how little ſoever you think of him elſe 
But once more let me put you in Mind, that you can 
never be ſo full of Buſineſs, but you may cven in the 
midſt of it offer up pious and devout Thoughts unto 
God, and in (hore Ejaculations bleſs his Name, and 
Praiſe him for all his VVorks of Mercy. This you may do 
without hindring your Buſineſs ; and was God as much 
in your Thoughts as he ovghr, you would find time e- 
nough at any Hour in the Day for it, and Objects e- 
nough in every Place to furniſh you wich Matter for it. 
If you have felt no Inconvenience hitherto from your 
forgecfulneſs of him, you have the more reaſon to fa'l 
on your Knees with all ſpeed, to bleſs him for being 
good to you, contrary to what you have deſerved : Bur 
rake heed after this Admonition,of Neglecting your Du- 
ty to him any longer leſt he take away from you, the 
whole ſtay cf Bread, and the whole ſtay of VVater, and 
by ſo ſeverea Judgment, make you know, thac the ſup. 
plying your VVants, is more owing to his Bounty and 
Goodneſs, than to your Labour and Forecaſt. | 
2. The next Family-Duty I would recommend to 
you, 1s reading the Holy Scriptures, and other -good 
Books. This I recommend to thoſe of you that can 
Read; and for ſuch as cannot, If chis Duty was religi- 
ouſly put in practice, they could not want Opportuni- 
ties to hear them as oft as they pleaſed from others Thus 
did God require his People to ſpend their ſpare Hours, 
and thus have good Men employed themſelves, as oft as 
their other Affꝛirs would give them leave. So it is ſaid 
of Exra, That he ſet his Heart to ſeeb the Law of the Lord, 
Ch. 7. 10. David frequently declares the great Plea- 
ſuce and Satisfaction he took in this Duty. That he de. 
lighted in God's Law, PI. 119. 70+ That the Law of God's 
Mouth was better unto him than thouſands of Gold and Sil. 
ver, v. 72. That he loved his Law, and made it his Me- 
diration all the Day, v. 97. That bis Words were ſweet to 
his Taſte, yea ſweeter than Honey to his Mouth, v. 103, 
That it was a Lamp unto his Feet, and a Light unto his 
Path, v. 105. He ſtiles them Bleſſed, whom the Lord 
teacheth out of his Law, PC. 94. 12.. And the VViſe Man 


calls chem Fools, that hate Knowledge, Prov. 1. 22. ; 


And had Religion the ſame Power over you, as i* 
d over theſe, and other Holy Men, notwithſtanding 
e round of Labour that your Condition obliges you 
o, you would find ſome time for an exerciſe of this 
lature. It is obſervable, that none of you are fo full 
f Buſineſs, but you can find ſome time tofpend looſe- 
„ and extravagantly, ſome in Acts of Civility and 
riendſhip, and too much in doing nothing at all, or 
erhaps in that whick is next to nothing, viz. in idle 
ports and Paſtimes, or in unprofitable Chat with your 
teighbour, or your Families: and have you none 
r the improving your Minds ? Have you time to do 
, Time for any thing that is of no great Moment 
dyou ; and are you too full of Buſineſs to ſtudy the 
hings that make for your everlaſting Happineſs ? Ab! 
ere you but well Affected toward Religion, you 
ould find time enough, at leaſt every Evening, uhen 
pur Days Labour is over, for this, as well as other 
latters, and your Bible, or ſome other good Book, 
ould be in your Hand at thoſe times, when you fic, 
d ſpeak againſt your Brother and your Neighbour, 
nd if this Exhortation prevail with you, let me give 
du this Advice for the making your-Reading profita- 
eto you; be careful to obſerve what you Read what 
octrines, or Rules of Life, What Promiſes or Threats 
du meet with; I donot ſuppoſe you capable of un- 
rſtanding every thing you read; nor is it neceſliry 
pu ſhould, bur yet you may get more Underſtanding, 
d true Wiſdom by your Reading, than generally you 


1 . For too many, I am afraid, Read only for Read- 
Ws fake ; and believe they have employed their Time 
WW, when they have read a Chapter in the Bible, 


ough when they bave done, they are not one jot the 
iſer. And others there are, that Read for ſome Opini- 
Ws fake, and not to mak themſelves Wiſe to Salvation; 
Nean to find out, if poſſible, ſome Texts for the ſup- 
rting the Notions of a Party, that they have ſome 
757 rticular Fancy for. Now theſe Read to an ill end, 
= q the former to ne ne at all: Bur let the end of your 
2ding be the ſame as God's was in the giving u he 
ly Scripturè; That as St. mw faith, The zu of 
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God may be perfeff, throughly furniſh'd to every good work 
2 Tim. 3. 17. To this 2 00 it would be of great 
uſe to you, if you could make a collection of the Do- 
ctrins or Duties, eſpecially thoſe, that concern your 
ſelves, that occur to you in your As, And would 
yoda be careful in this matter, you would do your ſelve 
as well as God, and Religion, good Service. For the Ho- 
ly Scriptures are the Oracles of God, and contain the 
words of Life ; and by reading them, and other poo! | 
Books, you may improve your ſelves in Spiritual Wil: 
dom, and Knowledge; which uſe of your time wil 
turn to your beſt Account at the Day of Judgment. 
Then you will Bleſs God for the Advice that is nov 
given you, when you ſhall ſee others, that de ſpiſed 
Knowledge, and all the means of it, as much (corn 
and laugh'd at for their Ignorance and Folly 3 and per 
ceive how much time you have ſaved, which others 
have fooliſhly andirrecoverably loſt. By this mean 
you will prevent a great many Sins, which others, that 
have their Time lying upon their Hands, do for th: 
eaſing themſelves of their burden, run into: And Laſl-i 
ly, by this means you will diſcover the heinouſneſs oi 
a great many Sins, which Cuſtom and common Pra- 
ctice have diveſted of their Odiouſneſs, and recom: 
mended as Harmleſs and Innocent. 7% 

Oh then ! if you value Religion, or Love your God, 
or with well to your ſelves,apply your ſelves to this Bu 
ty with all ſeriouſneſs: Were you but as much aware of 
the Advantages of this Divine Knowledge, as you art 
of that, which capacitates you for a Wile Management 
of your Afhirs, you would as much long for an 0Oj- 
portunity to go to your Bible, as a hungry Man doe 
for a Meal, | 

The laſt thing then which I earneſtly exhorr you to 
is the neceſſary thing of CO and Inſt.utting 
your Children, and Servants in the Principles und Du 
ries of Religion. In thoſe things I mean, which a: 
neceſſary to be known, and practiſed in order to Eter 
nal Life. Teach them, v hat they are to know and 
believe concerning God rd Jeſus Chiiſt, and uh. 
ey are 40 do, that they may be ſaved ; and for th 

 _ knowleoi 
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knowledge of any thing elſe, let it be recommended 
with never ſo much Zeal, it will profit them nothing. 
St. Pau! has told you, that he, that comes 10 God muſt 
believe, that he is, and that he is @ rewarder of them, 
that diligently ſeek him. And our bleſſed Lord has in- 
formed you, That if you believe in God, you muſt believe 
alſo in him, bscauſe be that believeth in the Son, has 
Everlaſting Life; but be that belieweth not, ſhall not ſee 
Life; on which Reaſon los ought to inculcate theſe 

things upon the Minds of thoſe, that are under your 
Charge, and endeavour to Plant inthem becoming No- 
tions of God, and Jeſus Chriſt ; to give them that Cha- 
rafter of God, as is apt to excite in them a Love of his 
Goodneſs, and a Dread of his Majeſty, and to teach them 
thoſe things concerning the Dignity, and Excellency 
of the Son-of God, and the defign of his coming into 
WW the World, as will be apt to engage them in a depen- 
dance on him for the Salvation of their Sonls. And for 
as muchas without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, 
as St. Paul informs us, your great care muſt be to tram 
oy :hem in the Practice of Virtue, and to inſtill into their 
1 Minds thoſe Rules of Holineſs, by which they are to di- 
„rec their Lives, REL 
Ne This is a Duty, God knows that is generally neglect- 
ed, although no one Duty is of more abſolute neceſſity 
nor of more laſting influence, nor more frequently, 
ui preſs'd, and inculcated upon us in the Holy Scriptures, 
off than this is. It is without doubt owing to the neglect 
we of this, that Peoples Minds are fo much wean'd from 
oi Religion; and it is certain, that the due performance of 
this would in a little time ſo open Mens Eyes, that Ir- 
religion and Atheiſm would be forced to forgo the Con- 
queſts they have made. There is nothing wouid con- 
tribute more to the reſtoring Religion to its juſt Au- 
thority over Mens Minds and Conſciences; for it needs 
nothing more than to be known to make it univerſally 
eſteemed, For which Reaſon it is, that God took 
Care under the Old Teſtament, to oblige the Jews to 
a faithful diſcharge of this Duty, and under the New 
Teſtament hae enjoyn'd it upon Parents, as a Principal 
pat et the Truſt, he N in them. Theſe warte 
| 2 4. 2 


) off ä * ak 


— 


28 Of Catechiſing. _ WV 
which 1 command thee this day, ſhall be in thine Heart and 
thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy Children, and 
ſbalt talk of them, when thou ſitteſt in thine Houſe, and 
when thou walkeſt by the Way, and when thou lyeſt down, , 

and when thou riſeſt up, Deut. 6. 6, 7. Take heed to thy 
ſelf, and keep thy Soul diligently, leſi thou forget the thing. 
which thine Eyes have ſetn, and left they depart. from 
thine Heart all the days of thy Life, but teach them thy 
Sons, and thy Sons Sons, Ch. 4. 9. Train np a Child, 
ſaich the Wiſe Man, in the way he ſhould go, and when 
he is Old he will not depart. from it, Prov. 22. 6. And 
accordingly, he tells us, it was the care of his Parents 
to inſtru& him in the Principles of Wiſdom: I wat n 

| Father's Son, tender andonly Beloved in the fight of my 
Mor ber; he taught me alſo, and ſaid unto me, Let thine 
Heart retain my Wards, keep my Commandments, and 
Live, Get Wiſdom, get Underfianding, &c. Prov. 3. 4, 5. 
And how much painshe took with his Son, the Book of 
Proverbs is a ſufficient Teſtimony. And in the New 
Teſtament Parents are ſtrictly required to bring up their 
Children in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, E- 
pheſ. 6. 4. And St. Paul ſpeaks of it, as a very great 

Happineſs to Timothy, that by the early Care of his 
Grandmorher Lois, and his Mother Eunice, he wa: 
from a Child made to know the Holy Scriptures, 2 
I. 


+ And there is great Reaſon that you that are Parents 
. ſhould by an early Education prepare your Children for 
"0 rhe Service they owe to God; and you that are Maſters 
. of and Miſtreſſes, ſo carefully to inftru& your Servants in 


che neceſſary Duties of Religion, that their having been 
parts of your Families, may be matter of Joy to then 
all their Life after; becauſe otherwiſe you do not make 
that proviſion for them, as you ought to do. St. Pau 
has obſerved, That he that provides not for thoſe ot 
his own Houſe, is worſe than an Infidel; and you need 
no Arguments to perſuade you, that this is your Dut 
10 far as the Body is concerned. For this is the Endifi 
and Reaſon of all your Labour; tis that they may live 
that you are at ſo much pains, and that hey may lin 
withcur you when you are gone, that you provice va 
<4 | | 11dre 
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Children wit h Callings. Thus far the Natural Tendei- 
neſs you bear them, does eaſily prompt you to to take 
care of them; and at laſt to avoid the Clamours of 
your Neighbourhood, you will be ſure that your Ser- 
vants ſhall not want what is neceſſary for this Life. But 
have you ſatisfied your Bowels, when you have fed 
their Bodies, and taken care that they may live com- 
fortably in this World ? Is there no Life to be provided 
for but this? Or have they only Bodies to be Cloath'd 
and Fed ? Anddo you leave them in as good a Conditi- 
on, as is poſſible for you, if you leave them an Eſtate 
to live upon, or put them into a way to provide for 
themſelves? No, my Brethren, this is not to do half 
that Nature obliges you to do, and nothing of that 
which God and Religion do eſpecially require of you. 
tou do well to provide Food and Raiment for your 
Childrens Bodies, but you don't avoid the charge of 
{Wnfidelity, if you be careleſs of their Souls. For you 
r {Wchave your ſelves much rather like Infidels, when 
Peu take no care to make them know God, but by your 
„Negligence ſuffer their Souls to Periſh for want of 
t Minowledge, than if you let their Bodies ſtarve for want 
f Bread. Surely Eternal Life is infinitely more than 
„he beſt Proviſions you can make for them in this Life; 
Dad it is ſure, that it is much more your Duty to pro- 
ide for the one than for the other for them. And Oh! 
hen if you muſt needs neglect one part of them, let it 
of = in which they will ſuffer the leaſt by your care- 
er ness. | | 

iu How the thoughts of this does move you now I 
elo not, but if you have that tenderneſs for them as 
emu pretend, it will be extreamly ſtinging to bear 
akeWem curfing you in Hell, for ſuffering them to go. 
zul that place of Torment by your careleſneſs: To hear 
oem upbraiding you with your Neglect of them, and 
needhuging all their Miſeries upon you, that thoſe Flames 
Duty which they burn, and thoſe Fiends that there tor- 
Endot them, are become their Portion, for want of 
lively notice from you of the Torments of that Place, 
; lived your Care to teach them the ways in which they 
youlſ]uld have gone | 
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Having made this Addreſs to you that are Careleſs, 
let me in a few words give my Advice, 
2. To zou who more carefully attend upon the Ex- 
erciſes of Religion. | | 
1. That you ſuffer not your ſel ves tobe diſcouraged 
by the Scoffs of the Profane. There are a ſort of Men, 
that you are in an eſpecial manner to beware of; for 
if you be fincerely Pious, you muſt expect to be affault- 
ed with them: For there are not two things at a greater 
diſtance, or are more irreconcilable, than Religion and 
Impiety, which mutually aim at the DeſtruQtion of 
each other. As oft as you do your Duty to God your 
Example upbraids them, and they have no other 
way to be revenged upon your way of Life, but by 
perſecuting it with ſcurrilous Reflections, and indecent 
Raileries. And if you be not prepar'd for, and firmly 
reſolv'd in ſpight of theſe things ta. continue Religions 
their Tavnts and Profane Mockeries will weary yeu 
out of your Piety. For your Devotion ſhall be fliled 
Hypocriſie, and you your ſelves branded for Cheats 
ſo that if upon no other account, yet for the Take of 
little Eaſe, you will be tempted to pay as little regard to 
Religion, as they. Nay further, the Men of this Spirit wil 
as little ſpare Religion as you; and when it is for th 
fike of Religion that they purſue you with their Scoff 
it is not to be expected, that that, which they 2 
ſpightſul againſt you for, ſhould eſcape their ſcorn. No 
either they will deride your Faith, as meer Cheat an 
Impoſture; and gravely tell you, that the God you 
much talk of is nothing but a Scare-Crow, ſet up by th 
Fears of Men to affright Children and Fools with; or 
| they be not ſo deſperately wicked, as to ſay there is! 
God, they will endeavour to laugh you out of th 
dread of him, by telling you he is too high to be a 
proached to by Mortals ; ſo perfeQly Glorious, that! 
needs none of our Prayers; and ſo tranſcendently hal 
y, that it is a Folly to think that he ſhould have 2 
egardto Matters ſo much below him as what is dogg 
here on Earth : That it is below his Majeſty and wo 
ken his Happineſs to mind either us or any thing Wc 
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do, and that therefore it is a vain Thing to ſerve him: 
That thefeare Truths, you your ſelves may be ſenſible 
Jof, if you would obſerve how all things happen alike to 
1! Men, and that you your ſelves are not the better for 
your Religion. Theſe are ſmart Onſsts, and require 
great deal of Courage and Reſolution in you to with- 
tand them. So that it behoves you to be well rgfolved 
beforehand ; for there is nothing that is more apt to 
ke a Man's Mind, and make him willing to drop his 
: — $a, than the Mockeries, and abuſive Jeſts of the 
"rophane. „ 
8 It behoves you to take heed that the Examples of 
he Careleſs do not corrupt you There is nothing more 
reading than Example, and a Man muſt be through] y 
erſuaded of the ill Conſequences of the neglect of Re- 
gion, e're he will with Reſolution continue to ſerve 
eLord, when he is on all hands tempted by the com- 
on practice of his Neighbour, to have a flight Opi- 
ion of it. For it is a difficult thing for a Man to ſwim- 
gainſt the Stream, and to oppoſe a prevailing Practice. 
Fis a difficulty that a few have Reſolution enough ro 
reak through ; for Singularity, though in that which 
good, is ſo melancholy , and expoſed a thing, that it 
quires a great deal of Courage in ſpight cf all the So- 
citations of Cuſtom and Example to be good alone. 
Nut the more difficult it is, the more admirable. will 
ur Virtue be, if you continue ſtedfaſt and unmova- 
e in your Reſolutions to exerciſe your ſelves in the Du- 
s of Piety, notwithſtanding ſo powerful a diſccu- 
Woement. | | 
And for the confirming you In this Reſolution, let 
eput you in Mind, that how many ſoever there are 
at ſpend their time otherwiſe than you. do, yet you 
de more that are with youthan thoſe that are againſt 
u. They are too many, God knows, that have loſt 
Weir Senſe of Religion, and live as if there were no 
d to be fear'd or ferv'd ; but have you not encou - 
gement enough to go on in your way by the Exam. 
of the Holy Angels, who Day and Night Praiſe and 
Wife their Great Creator? If you find that Example 
any Power over you, you have Millions of Glorious 
| 4 Spiritsz 
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Spirits, that join with you in the ſame Practice of Ado 
ring your Maker, which methinks ſhould confirm you 
more in your Reſolution to Jive Religtoufly, than the 
bad Examples of the Negligent among you, can poſſt 

bly do to ſhake it. Vet, | 2 
3. Let me perſuade you to a Reverend performance 
of theſe Holy Duties. Remember it is God's Houk 
vcu go to, whenever you Aﬀemble your ſelves for Pub 
lick Worſhip. And do not think it enough for you te 
be preſent In your Holy Aſſemblies, unleſs your Behr 
viour be ſuch as becomes the Preſence of your God, 
and diſcovers a venerable Opinon of his Greatneſs an 

Excellency. Moſes was Commanded 20% put off hit Shun 

when he was in the Preſence of God, Exod. 2. 5. which 
mong the Jews and the Eaſtern Nations was as much; 

Token of Reverence, as putting off our Hats is among 

us. And if we conſider the Reaſon of the Command 

for the Place where thou ſtandeſt is Holy Ground; it 151 

plain intimation, that it has been the praQice of Man 

kind from the earlieſt Ages of the World, always u 

preſent themſelves before God, or to come into tho 
places which were Hallowed to his Service with th: 
_ greateſt viſible Demonſtrations of Lowlineſs and Feu 

For if they had not been wont thus to go into Holy Ps 
ces, Moſes would not have known the force of this Rea 

ſon. And accordingly Solomon's Advice Is, To keep u 

feet when we go into the Houſe of God, Eccl. 5. 1. #4 
| when we go to thoſe Holy Places, where God is wot 
| ſhipped, and for that Reaſon is always ſuppoſed to b 

preſent. Keep thy Hot, i. e. See that thy behaviour“ 
decent, thy Looks Compoſed and Grave, and thy Gl 
 flureexpreflive of the Devotion of thy Mind. Thu 
the Holy Men of Old, ſuch as Abraham, Iſaac, Jaa 
avid and Solomon, and the like, were wont to preſell 
rhemiclves before God. The very behaviour of Tun 
and Infidels will riſe up againſt thee, who go not i 
their Temples and Moſchs, but with the greateſt 108 
lineſs, and proſtrate themſelves when they fay the 


Pavers Ws 
0 perhaps will ſay that the Worſhip God expe 


rom yeu is that of the Heart, the Internal Revere 
| | | 4 
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and Eſteem of the Soul, and that the lowlieſt poſture 
of the Body is of no value without this. Tis true; But 
* give me leave to tell you, that I fear this Saying has 
een put into your Mouths to an ill end; I am fure, to 
the great prejudice of Religion. For now they who 
make moſt uſe of it, are ſuch as have the leaſt Senſe of 
God and their Duty upon their Minds. Theſe think to 
exerciſe their want of Devotion by a ſaying, that I am 
apt to think has done much to deftroy it. And how 
popular ſoever it is, yet it is certain that they who firſt 
1nculcated it, do not think you ought to excuſe your 
ſelves from kneeling at your Prayers, becauſe they 
themſelves make uſe of this poſture in their Private 
Devotions. And isthere not greater Reaſon that we 
ſhould approach God with Humility and Reverence in 
Publick, where Men as well as Angels are witneſſes 
of our Behaviour, than when we Addrefs to him in 
Private? If internal Devotion be enough without the 
viſihſe Marks of our Eſteem, tis certain there is far leſs 
reed of theſe in Private than in Publick, and we may 
much rather fay our Prayers at home, without any ex- 
preſſions of Reverence in our Behaviour, than in the 
Church. So that I cannot but ſuſpect that it is with 
1.88 Dcfign that they who Pray kneeling in their own 
Families, have taken Men off from it in their Pablick 
MF Devotions. | | 2 
But hawever it be true, that it is the Temper of the 
Soul God looks at, yet it is true, that he expects we 
ſhould Reverence him as Men, and not as the Angels 
do, 7. e. as Creatures that have Bodies as well as Souls, 
and not like Creatures that are pure Spirits. He has 
made our Bodies as well as our Sculs, and if one Rea- 
ſon why we muſt worſhip him be, becauſe he is our 
Maker, we muſt worſhip him with the whole of us that 
he has made. It is by laying his Word up in your 
Hearts, that it becomes the Seed of Grace and Life to 
you; but you will not for that Reaſon TI hope, argue 
againſt hearing it with your Ears? And beſides, is it not 
becauſe he is a Provident Father to us, that we are 
vel bound to Reverence and Adore him; and is it not 
en highly unjuſt ro refuſe to Reverence with that part of 
| you 
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| You, over which a conſiderable part of his Providence 
is exerciſed? He Feeds and Cloths your Bodies, and 
will you not ſuffer your Bodies to-pay him the Tribute 
of Honour they owe him! Finally, that it is our hope 
that God will Glorifie our very Bodies, as well as Souls 
in another World; and therefore what Imaginable 
Reaſon can be aſſign d why we ſhould not Glorify. God 
ene yo Bodies as well as our Souls, while we are 
e © a ; 
| 4. Take heed of coming late into your Aſſetnblie:; 
in this reſpect too many among you, who dare not be 
guilty of a total neglect of theſe Services, are very faul. 
ty ; coming into the Church, when half, if not all the 
Prayers are over. This is not only a very great inde- 
cency in it ſelf, but it is a very great wrong to your 
own Souls, and an injury to your Neighbours, For 
is it nothing to you to loſe the Benefit of ſo many Pray- 
ers, as are over before you come, or are they of no 
eoncern to you? Have you no need of Humbling your 
ſelves before God: no Siks to Confeſs and beg Pardon 
for; no need of Mercy or Forgivneſs, that yon come 
after the Confeſiton and Abſolution are over? Have 
you nothing to Bleſs and Praiſe God for? No need of 
being inſtructed out of the Word of God; That you 
take no care to be preſent when the Pſalms and the 
Chapters are Read? Have you no wants either of Bo- 
dy or Soul to make known unto God; no Judgments 
to Deprecate, nor Bleſſings to Implore, that you come 
not into the Congregation 2 enough to joyn in the 
Li:any, and other Prayers of the Church ? Surely, my 
Brethren, if you were ſenſible of your own Condition, 
How much Mercy you want, and how many Necefli- 
ties preſs you, it would make you weep as Eſau did, 
when he came to hisFather too late to receive his Blel- 
ſing, as oft as you come into the Congregation too 
late to joyn with it in Prayers, and Thankſgivings For 
is it no wrong to your Souls to loſe an Opportunity of 
diſburthening your Conſciences, and of ſeeking to be 
Reconciled with your Heavenly Father? 
But if there was nothing of this nature in the Caſe, 
yet the Indecency is very great. For is not a very 
orderly 
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prderly thing for Members of the ſane Society to come 
ogether in ſuch a manner, as if they had not all the 
ame wants: or not all the ſame Priviledges? Were 
you invited to a Feaſt, would you ſtay ſo long, till ir 
was almoſt over, before you made your Appearance? 
Dr had yon Buſineſs at a Market, would you trifle 
away your time at home till it was over? And can you 
hink it no diſorderly thing to have your Prayers to be- 
vin, when others have almoſt done theirs ? or to come 
nto God's Houſe of Prayer, when the time of Pray- 
ng is almoſt over? | 
But perhaps you come not to Pray, or at leaſt not 
ith the Prayers of che Church. This is a Prejudice I 
believe that is the Occaſion of the Indifferency of many 
imong you, who have received ill imprefiions con- 
erning the Form of Prayers preſcribed by the Church, 


r 
End believe that they diſcharge their Duty if they come 
o {ut time enough to hear the Sermon, or to joyn with 


he Miniſter in his Pulpit Prayer. This isa Prejudice 


n What has been inſtill'd into you with much induſtry, to 
e {Wbe great Miſchief of true Religion and Godlineſi a- 


ong us. For while Men are put upon contending 
about ſo trifling a Matter as the bare Modes of Worſhip 
nd Forms of Words, they loſe that Spirit of Piety 
Ind Devotion wherewith they ought to Addreſs them- 
elves to God. And if we allow that this was done at 
be Firſt upon a ſincere concern for the Purity of Re- 
ne Nigion, and a firm perſuaſion that preſcribed Prayers are 

ot tobe allowed of ; yet one wou'd think it high time 


ny Nor us to grow Wiſer, when we conſider what miſchief 
on, Whis Conteſt has occaſion'd ; and that they who firſt be- 
ſſi· {Wan it ha ve been ſo far from making Men more truly 
d, Nous and Religious, that this is certain in the firſt place, 


leſ- Whey ha ve given the greateſt occaſion that could poſſi- 
too ly be given, for the making ſo many Prayerleſs Fami- 
For ies, as there are Maſters of Families who are not able 
; of Mo Pray Extempore: And have imbib'd this moſt per- 
be Micious Doctrine, that it is better not to Pray at all than 
0 Pray by a Form. And it is alſo as certain, Secondly , 
hat they have only turned Mens Zeal and Devotions 

don meer Niceties ; and taught them to think ſo diſ- 
honourably 


f 


— . 
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honourably of God, as if he was fo Whimſical a Be. 
ing to like of a Petition when offered one way, and to 
diflike it when offered another. Merhinks it ſhould 
make you aſhamed to think how forry a-Being a Con- 
reſt of this Nature does repreſent God to be. For why 
are Words when read out of a Book, leſs acceptable with 
him, than when ſpoken by the Minifter in an Extem- 
pore way? You do not think ſurely that the bare Uſe 
of Words is unlawful; and if we may Expreſsthe Senſe 
of our Minds in words, why not one way as well as an: 
other; if they be Decent and Grave, and Expreſlive 
of thoſe Wants and Neceſſities which are proper to be 
lald before God? Oh! Would to God you would at 
the laſt weigh this Matter ſeriouſly, and without any 
Partial Inclinations to one ſide more than another, for 
then I am very confident you would find your Minds 
to be unſettled: without Reaſon, and blame your ſelve; 

for ſighting the Prayers of your Congregation : Then 
would you ceaſe to contend againſt, or diſlike a Form 

of Prayer, which, if offered up with Piety and Devoti- 
on, God will accept of it; and believe: that you ought 
to join in the Prayers ofa Congtegation that you have 
no Reaſon to believe but have God amongſt them. I 
make no queſtion but you ſpeak the real ſenſe of your 
Minds, when you ſay there is another way of Praying 
that is more pleaſing to you: But is that a Reaſon why 
you think it more acceptable with God? Are you ſure 
that you judge in this Caſe as he does, and that it is not 
a fickly Fancy that governs you? For my part I much 
queſtion , whether that other way of Praying, how 
grateful ſoeverit is to your Minds, be at all pleaſing to 
God, when your liking it 15 the Occafion of a Contempt 
of a wholſome Form of Prayer, which that Church 
you are a Member of does oblige you to; However 1 
am Certain no Reaſon can be given from the Nature 
of the Thing, why any Man ſhould ſuppoſe it to' be 

more pleafing to God, 3 

Oh then, my Brethren! I beſeech you to take heed 
how you make your Fancies the Meaſure whereby you 
judge of what is Good or Ul; or in other words, what: 
is pleaſing or diſpleaſing to God. For aſſure Jo 
| | ' LELVES 
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Jelves, nothing is more Variable and Inconſtant, than 
The Fancies of Men. Do not think meanly of the 
hurches publick Prayers, only becauſe you have bent 
your Faneies another way; bug, conſider them as re- 
preſenting your Wants both of Soul and Body, Truly 
nd Faithfully : Which if you did, you would be a- 
tamed of flighting thoſe Prayers which are fitted to 
your Condition, and which you have as much Reaſon 
o ſay Amen to, as to any that you like better; Nay, 
which you ought to like as well as any; for you ought = 
o like of none but becauſe the Petitions are united to 
your Caſe, | 5 
And now, my Brethren, give me leave to tell you, 
at I have ſet theſe things before you for no other 
nd than the Advancing of true Piety and Religion a- 
nong you. And would you but read this Letter with 
he ſame Spirit, with which I have written it, you 
ould not Labour for Objetctions againſt any thing de- 
ered in it, but excuſe what is Weak, and readily 
omply. with all that is Reaſonable in it. Oh then! 
et me beſeech you,. by the tender regard you” ought 
o bear your own Souls, to lay theſe things ſeriouſly to 
jour Hearts, and to Reſolve, that in thoſe. things that 
ou either have been Careleſs or not Regular, you will 
mend your Ways and your doings. Oh then ! If 
ere be in you any Bowels of Compaſſion for your 
rucified Lord, any tender ReſpeQs for Religion, any 
ind Inclination towards Piety, or any ſorrowful Re- 
ets for the Growth of Impiety, let the Exhortation I 
ave now addreſſed to you, awake in you a Holy Reſo- 
tion to do what in you lies, that Chriſt's Holy Re- 
gion may not be driven from among us by Atheiſm 
nd Impiety. . Reſolve to oppoſe their further Growth, 
teaching your Families to- ſerve the Lord, and by 
coming your ſelves Eminent Patterns of that Holineſs 
y which alone you muſt /ze:he Lord. Make Religion 
dur buſineſs ; ſince it is that you muſt live by for ever. 
up the Practice of it in your own Houſes, and En- 
urage nothing more in your Children and Servants, 
lan Exerciſes of Piety and Devotion. Let every thing 
at nas a Relation to God be treated by yeu as * 
| cred, 
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Day and his Word, becauſe of that Contempt that ſuch 


Which happy Place that you may at laſt attain, by con 


_ everlaſting Life, For this end he hath lai 


cCious Blood, and is now afcended into Gl 


— NG 


cred, and abhor nothing more than the Prophaning hi 


a Behaviour reflects upon him. And above all thing 
give God that Publick Honour that is due unto him, b 
Worſhipping him in thi#Congregation of. his Saints. 
thus you would amend your doings, you would : rail 
up the Reputation of Religion, the World would ble 
you for fo happy a Change as you would make In it, and 
the Bleſſed above will with Eee you into the! 
Society, as true Patriots of their Heavenly Countrey 


ſidering your Ways and turning your Feet to the Teſt 
monles of God, is the Hearty Prayer of a Miaiſter | 
Chriſt Jeſus. IE þ CATH 


PF 
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A Prayer before the Communion. 


Moſt holy, holy, holy Lord God, th 

Father of Mercies, and God of all Com 
forts: Be thou eternally Bleſſed and Praiſe 
for Creating us anew in Chriſt Jeſus unto goo 
Works, rather than let us be undone by on 
ſhameful Diſobedience. Thou Lord, h4 
ſent thy only begotten Son into the World, ( adot 
ed be thy inconceivable Love) that whoſ 
ever believeth in him might not periſh, but hai 


+ 
_—_ 
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down his Life, and redeem'd us by his pn 


ry. We have felt the bleſled fruits of hi 
Death, Reſurrection, and Royal Power 
whereby he is able to ſave to the utter moſt t 
them that come to thee by him. Thy Holy Spb 
e | i] 


\ 


Prayers. 

it hath often breathed into our Hearts, and 
thy Servants, the Miniſters of thy Word, 
have often invited and importun d us to fol- 
low after our Saviour, to that Heavenly Bliſs 
inwhich he lives. And now again thou vouch- 
ſafeſt us an opportunity of improving our 
hriſtian Devotion and Holineſs, in making 
our neareſt approaches to thy Divine Ma- 
jeſty. Fill us, we pray thee, with a ſtrong 
ſenſe of thy bounteous Goodneſs, and with 
Pious Diſpoſitions to receive more of it. Stir 
up in us thankful Acknowledgments, hearty 
Reſolutions, and earneſt Deſires to partake 
more and more of thy Divine Nature, and 
de better prepared to a bleſſed Tranſlation 
to that Glorious Place where our dear Savi- 
our is. Our great unfruitfulneſs in the know- 
ledge of Chriſt may juſtly make thee deny 


race, Pardon us and make us better, by 
the Blood of thy Son interceeding for us, 


reater Reverence; to ling thy Praiſes with 
Wrcater Chearfulneſs ; to pray to thee with 
more earneſt Affection; to approach thy Ho- 
Wy Table with the deepeſt Humility and De- 
Wotion, and to receive the renewed Pledges 
of thy Love, to our great increaſe in Faith, 


Hope, and Love, to Thee and to all the 


aur Souls, and we may be diſpoſed and en- 
bled to ſpend the reſt of our Days better, 


1 as 


39 


hy gracious Influences: But, O God of all 


and the Power of thy Spirit working in us. 
nicken our Souls to hear thy Word with 


orld ; that ſo this may be a good day to 


much of this good Fruit, may have the more 


pleat our Praiſes and Thankſgivings to thee 


To whom be Glory both now and for ever. 


7 Eternally Bleſſed Lord God, Creator of 


py in the enjoyment of thy own Perfections 


— — — . . . ̃ CET — — - 
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as becomes the Redeemed of the Lord, who 
have taſted how gracious he is, and who have 
received the Earneſt of Eternal Life. O 
that our Converſation may be in Heaven, by 
exerciſing Purity, Righteouſneſs , Mercy 
and Godlineſs : That we ſtudying to Glori- 
fy thee our Heavenly Father , by bearing 


aſſured hope, that thou wilt glorify us with 
thy ſelf. - Hear us we beſeech thee, O moſt 
Merciful Father; and after we have perfe&- 
ed Holineſs herein thy fear, bring us to com- 


in the great Aſſembly of the Saints, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 


” * 


Amen. 


A Prayer after the Communion. 


all the World; who art infinitely hap- 


to whom we cannot make thee the leaſt addi- 
tion by the beſt of our Services. Thou, Lord, 
didſt form us in our Mothers Womb, and 
by a greater Mercy we are born again and 
made thy Children in Chriſt Jeſus. "We blels 
thee for the knowledge of thy Holy Goipel, 
wherein we read of the great Love of out 
Saviour in dying for us, and the promiſe of 
his Spirit to Sanctifie and Govern us; his 
Holy Precepts for the Rule of our At 
ths > Wy | | © 
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his Glorious Example to incite us, and the 
hope of Eternal bliſs by his Reſurrection, to 
encourage us in well-doing. In the mean 
time we enjoy here the Society of thy Saints, 
the Miniſtry of thy Angels, and the aſſiſtance 
of thy faithful Servants, thy Embaſſadors of 
Peace and Reconciliation with thee. All 
hich Fruits of thy wonderful Love we have 
long enjoy'd; and thou haſt this day enter- 
ain d us at thy Table, where thou haſt re- 
reſhed us with the Communion of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt Jeſus, the Earneſt of a 
bleſſed Reſurrection, and the Pledge of Im- 
ortality: beſides innumerable other good 
hings which thy Mercy has beſtowed upon 
ur Bodies in order to comfort and refreſh us 
this Life. Give us a due ſenſe of all thy 
ercies, that ſo by a renewed acknowledg- 
nent thereof, we may be ſtirred up to all 
ood Works. O that the Lord Jeſus may be 
Iway in our Thoughts; that nothing may 
e ſo dear unto us in this World, as his Ho- 
neſs, his Humility, his Goodneſs, Charity, 
eekneſs and Patience. Fix our Affections 
ore ſtedfaſtly on that Glory wherewith he 
Crowned, by his Obedient ſuffering of 
jeath, that we may never be weary nor 
int in well-doing ; but continuing Faithful 
Death; may alſo receive the Crown of 
te. We beſeech thee to accept of this our 
hunden Duty, pity our Weakneſſes, par- 

dn all our Sins and Negligences, and de- 
us not the Grace 5 thy Spirit to enable us 
| te 


Ti 
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A Prayer in Private for the Lord's Day, before | 


ſelf intirely to thy Obedience. 


Praiſe, to declare thy Goodneſs, to reſign m 


feſs my 


to amend our Lives, for Jeſns Chriſt his 
ſake, our Saviour and moſt precious Redeem- 
er, in whoſe moſt Holy words we further 
Pray; Our Father, &. FO 


Morning Service. 


Moſt glorious Creator of the World, 
and merciful Redeemer of Mankind; 
who art above all our Thoughts, and excel-W 
leſt the Praiſes of Angels. Thou art greatly to 
be feared in the Aſſembly of thy Saints, and to bt 

had in reverence of all thoſe that are abou the: 
I moſt humbly deſire leave to unite my felt 
with thoſe holy ones, to expreſs the due ſenſe 
I have ofall thy Mercies, and to make thee 
the beſt Oblation Iam able, by devoting my 


> 


Since thou haſt graciouſly inclin d me to 
enter thy Houſe, and there to fet forth thy 


ſelf to thy Will, to recommend my {elf to 
thy Wiſdom, to ſubmit to thy Government 
to =Prove the Juſticeof thy Laws, to pro 
elf thy Servant, to renounce all thy 
Enemies, and to teſtifie my Reſolution d 
following thee, againſt all the Temptation 
of the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. _k 
pleaſed, Good Lord, to pardon my forme 
Failiags, and at this preſent to accept will 
Holy Intentions; and fo inſpire me that I mi 
carefully perform all theſe acts of — 
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luaſtruct me in my Duty, that I may cor- 
rect and amend what is amiſs ; Encourage 
and Strengthen me in my Reſolutions of 
Well-doing. Increaſe my Love to thee, and 
my Bleſſed Saviour, to thy Holy Word, and 

all Holy Duties, and to all Mankind. Per- 

fect mein Wiſdom, Holineſs and Goodneſs, 

by all thy Inſtructions, Mercies and Chaſtiſe- 

ments; by all my Prayers, Praiſes and 

Thankſgivings, to thee the Father of Mer- 

cies; make me ſuch as thou canſt Love, and 
Delight in, and Reward at the Great Day of 
our Lord jeſus, Amen. 


A Prayer for Sunday Morning. 


2 and Eternal God, we thy 
Creatures are here proſtrate before 
thee, acknowledging our dependancè upon 
thee, offering our Souls and Bodies as an O- 
blation to thy Service. We are unworthy 
e ſpeak to thy Majeſty, nor can our words 
ad any thing to thy Glory : But ſince thou 
{art pleas'd in thine infinite Goodneſs not on- 
ly ta admit, but invite our Addreſs unto thee, 
we moſt humbly and thankfully receive this 

ay Grace and Favour towards us. 
We laud and magnifie thy Holy Name, 
which all the World proclaims with the 
mpheſt Praiſes : But above all, we acknow- 
age thy ineſtimable Benefits beſtow'd upon 
Mankind in Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of thy 
Love, whom thou wert pleas'd to ſend a- 
D 2 | mong 
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mong us in our own likeneſs, to aſſure us of 
thy good - will, to inſtruct us in our Duty, and 
to give us hope of immortal Life, by patient 
continuance in well-doing. 35 ; 

We commemorate with all Thankfulneſs 
his miraculous Birth, his holy Life, his 
bitter Agony and bloody Death, his glorious 
Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, his Triumph 
over the Powers of Darkneſs, his Dominion 
over Angels, whom thou haſt ſubjected toll 

him. O God, how great was thy Love to 
Mankind, not only in paſſing by ſuch innume- 
rable Offences whereby we had provoked 
thee, but in honouring our mortal Nature 
with ſo high a Glory. O thy - immenſe Love 
in chuſing us to be thy Sons and Heirs toge-M 
ther with Chriſt Jeſus; to ſend the Holy 
Ghoſt to atteſt our Saviour's Reſurrection, 
and to make us abound in hope one day to be 
raiſed again, and keep a perpetual Reſt witi 
our Lord and Maſter in his Eternal Glory, 
O that we could begin it this day in de- 
vout Meditations of : theſe things. Lift up 
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1 | our Minds we pray thee, this Morning, 2 
dove all theſe little things here below, Which 
1 diſtract our Thoughts from that Heaven 
Bliss: Let us ſeriouſly contemplate on it, til 
11 we be in love with it, and reſolve to ſeek 1! 
1 in thoſe ways wherein Jeſus hath gone befor 
1 us, tho' with the loſs of all we poſſeſs. Its 
i 00 | but meet we ſhould reſign our Will to thing 
WI 7 eſpecially fince thy Love has been fo great, 
W that if we had been innocent, we durſt nd 
Wil Treſume to haye expeted, Wo 
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Prayers, | 45 - 
We are aſnamed, O Lord, that we have diſ- 
obeyed thee to whom we ſtand ſo deeply in- 
debted: It grieves us that we have tranſgreſ- 
ſed thy righteous Laws We abhor the 
breaking them any more; beſeeching not on- 
ly thy gracious Pardon, but thy Acceptance 
of our intire Reſolution to agree with thy 
Will in all things for the time to come. We 
here ſolemnly dedicate all the Powers of our 
Souls and Bodies to thy Service, deſiring un- 
eignedly that all the Thoughts, Affections 
and Actions of our Life may be holy and un- 
eprovable in thy Sight. 

To which end grant us the Aſſiſtance of 
hy good Spirit, which our Lord hath en: 
ouraged us thou wilt give to thoſe that ear- 
teſtly ask and ſeek it. O let thy mercy be 
pon us according to thy Word. Fill us with 
ful and reverend Thoughts of Thee as our 
udge ; ſettle in us an immutable Love to thee, 
nd the higheſt eſteem of thy Grace, as bet- 
er than Life it ſelf; that ſo we may ſtudy 
d approve our Hearts and Actions to thee. 

Make it our delight to praiſe thee, to call 
d mind thy Loving-kindneſs, to offer 
d thee the Sacrifice of Thanksgiving, and to 
editate on thy precious Promules. 
Accept, good Lord, of all the Praiſes and 
cknowledgments ofall thy People met this 
ly according to thy Will; and aſſiſt us to 
nder thee ſtill more affectionate Praiſes, in 
at moſt holy Aſſembly to which we are 
ing to joyn our {elves : Let thy ways be 
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48 Prayers. ee 
known upon Earth, and thy ſaving. health 
among all Nations. Hear us, O Lord, and 
make thy Faceto ſhine upon us, that we may 
enter into thy Gates with Thankſgiving, and 
into thy Courts with Praiſe, that we may bell 
thankful unto thee, and bleſs thy Name: 
For the Lord is good, his Mercy is everlaſt. 
iag ; and his Truth endureth to all Genera- 
tions, Amen and Amer. Our Father, &c. 


A Prayer for Sunday Evening. 


O Moſt Bleſſed God, the Father of all Mercies 
Thou reneweſt thy favours continually unto us 
of which this is not the eaſt , that thou giveſt 
leave to come into thy Preſence, and make known 
our Requeſts unto thee, by Prayer and Supplicat 
on with Thankſgiving. . We acknowledge, O Lord 
with 'Thankfulneſs thy loving-kindneſs to us, an 
are here again proſtrate before thee this Evening 
to acknowledg thy Goodneſs in making us ſuch er 
cellent Creatures, capable ra know and love the 
and of being made eternally happy with thee. 
Bleſſed be thy Name, that we are ſtill alive, au 
that we have lived thus long in Health and Plenty 
whereas our Eyes might have been conſumed wil 
Grief,and ourBones fore vexed. We are bound : to ti 
for the free naſe of our Underſtandings, for the got 
Inclina tions in our Wills, for our devour Aﬀection 
for all the advantages we have had by our Edu 
tion and holy Examples; more eſpecially for t 
Illumina tions of the Holy Ghoſt, the importuniil 
thou haſt uſed to draw us o thee, and the preci 
promiſes whereby thy love in Chrift conſtrains to 
entire obedience to thy Precepts. 


Prayers. 5 | 


We admire thy Goodneſs to all thy Creatures. 


Thou diffuſeſt thy Bleflings in ſeveral ſtreams to e- 


ery one according to their Needs ; and continueſt 
hemeven to thole who by their abundant Provoca- 
ions daily offend thee. 


O that all thy undeſerved Goodneſs may have 


his effect upon us, ro make us heartily love thee 
nd devoutly Worſhip rhee, and hope in thee for e- 
er: That by a careful improvement of the know - 
edge of thee our God, and of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
y whom thou haſt given us all things to pertain un- 
> Life, we may {till enjoy this ineſtimable Trea- 
are, and that thy love may at laſt be finiſhed in thoſe 
ernal Joys he hath promiſed ro the Faithful. And 
s we have been taught this Day out of thy Holy 
Vord, and publickly acknowledg'd our Obligari- 
to thee, and made profeſſion of our love and 
ratitude to thy Divine Majeſty ; ſo help us the 
eck following openly to teſtify the truth of our 
learts, in a blameleſs Converſation, in all Humili- 
„ Meekneſs, Peace and Charity, with them that 
l on the Name of the Lord, 
O that all our Friends may be thine ; and if we 
we any Enemies, Father, forgive them. Comfort 
e lick and needy, and all other diſtreſſed Perſons 
th an immovable belief of thy wiſe and good Pro- 
dence, to which give them Grace patiently and 
dediently to reſign themſelves. And when our 
nſes this Night ſhall be bound up with fleep, be 
jon, O Lord, our Keeper, and after the Re- 
emment of that Repoſe; and this Holy Reft 


Pearful Minds to return to them; praifing {till 
dy multiplied Mercies to us in Chrift Jeſus, by 
ag hom we preſent our ſelves and Petitions to thee, 
ring as he hath taught us, Our Tathe, Ge. 
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Books Printed for Robert Clavell. 

| T HE Chriſtians defence againſt the 

4 Fears of Death, with ſeaſonable Reffecti-] 
ons how to dye well, by the Eminent Charles 
Drelingcourt, the 4th Edition, fairly Printed. 

The Catechiſm of the Church, with ProotsF 
from the New Teſtament , and ſome additio- 
nal Queſtions and Anſwers, divided into 12 
Sections, the 5th. Edition. 

The Church Catechiſm, with a brief and 
_ eaſy Explication thereof, for the help of 
the meaneſt Capacities, and weakeſt Memo. 
"I By Thomas Comber, late Dean of Dur- 

3 | . 
A Daily Office for the Sick, compos'd out 
of the Holy Scripture, and the Liturgy o 
our Church ; with occaſional Prayers, Me- 
ditations and Directions, and an Office of 
Thanksgiving for Recovery. The Seconc 
Edition review'd, Printed for Robert Clavel 


